






The second edition of the International Handbook of Coal Petrography marked a
significant milestone in the standardisation of coal petrographic nomenclature.
Many of the definitions have been current for nearly 40 years and have only recently
undergone revision, especially those belonging to the Stopes - Heerlen system. This
long period of usage tell us something of the quality of the original work. The second
edition of the Handbook was initially made available in English, French, German
and Russian but has been out of print in any language for a number of years.

Some terms defined in the handbook have fallen largely into disuse, some have been
superseded, some are difficult to access (e.g. the Russian system of genetic
nomenclature) while others remain current. Since many of the maceral, and
microlithotype and lithotype definitions (including the word "maceral" itself) are
still current, as well as some of the analytical and preparation techniques, a decision
has been made to make a reprint available to a new generation of coal petrologists.
The reprint is not only of historic interest but will also be a valuable working volume
for many people.

The format of the reprint as Adobe Acrobat files on CD ROM should greatly enhance
its usability. A common criticism of the second edition was that it was difficult to
locate items, partly due to a lack of pagination and partly due to the organisation. For
example, the Table of Contents lists the items that may be found but not the order in
which they occur; the Alphabetical Index gives the order for most items but despite
the general alphabetical organisation, a number of inconsistencies occur e.g. the
Introductions and General Notes appear immediately after the alphabetical index;
the entry for "Kaolin - Coal Tonstein" (in the English editions) was invariably placed
under "T" for tonstein; Fusite sheets were placed before the Fusinito-collinite coal
sheets; both Carbonification and Coalification occur in the alphabetical index but
only a single sheet exists; and so on.

The arrangement on the CD ROM places all the sheets up to and including the
abbreviations as part of the introduction and contents. All items are then extensively
linked between the table of contents, the alphabetical index and the sheets. All
individual sheets are bookmarked back to the Contents and Alphabetical Index. In
addition, an effort has been made to link items between sheets. For example, in the
Alginite sheet, references are made to both Boghead and Sapropelic coals - both of
these words are linked to the appropriate sheet which may be brought up by mouse
clicking on them; the Acrobat ‘go to previous view' button (a large left arrow on the
menu bar) then returns the reader to the Alginite sheet or the user may return to the
Table of Contents or Alphabetical Index. These links are not highlighted but can be
seen when the Acrobat open hand changes to a pointing finger.

It should be noted that linking of a term to a sheet does not always imply a direct
correlation. For example, in the TBM System, many references are made to algae,
resins, cuticles spores etc which have been linked to the respective sheets of alginite,
resinite, cutinite and sporinite. Alginite etc. do not occur in the TBM System and
belong to the Stopes-Heerlen System. The link is merely designed to give the reader
additional information if required and may be particularly useful as descriptions in
transmitted light are also usually given.
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Some minor editing of the sheets has occurred, mostly to correct specific spelling
mistakes. Changes made are as follows and are annotated on the appropriate sheets :

1. Correction of the title of the anthraxylon plate to read "ANTHRAXYLON" instead
of the spelling mistake "ANTRAXYLON"

2. On the Clarodurite sheets under II - Description, the line commencing "rank and
more than..." has been repeated. The repeated line has been deleted.

3. On the Correlation of Nomenclature Sheets, change of "antraxylon" to
"anthraxylon" in the Semi-splint coal - Quantitative Statements.

4. Rotation of Fig 2 of the Degradinite Sheet by 180° so that it is in the same
orientation as Fig 1

5. Replacement of "R.L." by "T.L." on Micrinite Sheet - II Description - Colour, line
1, second last word.

6. Deletion of second ‘e' from ‘celles' on Resin Rodlets Sheets - II Definition, line 3

7. Replacement of "exinite" by "inertinite" on Vitrinertite Sheet - I Origin of Term last
word, third sentence.

8. Correction of palaeozoic to Palaeozoic on the sporinite sheet

In addition, some pages have been rotated 90° to make the text run horizontally
across a computer screen for ease of reading.

Since the plates have no scale bars, it will be useful to note that the original image area
scanned was width = 5.50 inches (13.97 cm) and height = 9.42 inches (23.93 cm). All
pages are scanned images which have been digitally edited if necessary to remove
extraneous markings or to enhance quality.

Details on how to obtain additional copies can be found on the ICCP web site
http://www.iccop.org

Peter Crosdale
ICCP Editor
School of Earth Sciences, James Cook University
Townsville, Qld 4811, Australia
1st August, 2001







































Editor's Note
Original spelling as "ANTRAXYLON" has been corrected

























































Editor's Note
Note : previous line deleted from here because of repetition

































Editor's Note
originally spelt 'antraxylon'



















Editor's Note
Figure 2 has been rotated 180° so that it is in the same orientation as Figure 1









































































































Editor's Note
Figures 1 and 2 appear to be the same field of view, with Figure 1 in reflected light and Figure 2 in transmitted light. The spores appear to be microspores but no magnification is given.



Editor's Note
Figures 1 and 2 appear to be the same field of view, with Figure 1 in reflected light and Figure 2 in transmitted light. The spores appear to be microspores but no magnification is given.









Editor's Note
"T.L." for transmitted light was originally "R.L." for reflected light

























































Editor's Note
Originally spelt "celles"

















































































Editor's Note
Originally this sentence ended with "vitrinite and exinite." The term "exinite" is clearly in error and has been replaced by "inertinite"
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