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EDITORS COLUMN
Dear All,
This ICCP Newsletter edition is dedicated to one of our ICCP
family members who passed away unexpectedly in June: Dr
Walter Pickel. Please refer to page 3 for the obituary. Several
colleagues in Australia were able to attend the memorial
service in Brisbane; and others followed via the online link
(thank you to the family for enabling this). A wake followed,
with live music and drinks at a local bar. As stated by Peter
Crosdale: The atmosphere for the wake was pure Walter –
cold night, warm pub, cold beer, live music and lots of talking.
Peter Crosdale sent through many photographs of Walter
taken over the many years he was part for the ICCP family.
The earliest photograph on the cover page is from the 2000
Rio ICCP Meeting. We will always remember Walter as an
integral member of the ICCP, a gentleman always ready for
good conversation and a good laugh. Rest in peace Walter.
Looking forward now, the organisation of the 73rd Annual
ICCP Meeting is gaining pace. If you have not yet registered,
early bird registration is open until the end of August. The
Meeting commences Sunday 18 September, and concludes
with the field trip 24 September. This is a hybrid / blend physical online event, so I am sure members from all over the
world will be able to participate. Please refer to pages for
further information, and https://iccp2022india.org/.I am not
able to attend in person unfortunately due to lecture commitments; but I will raise a toast to Walter during the conference
dinner (Monday 19 September). I wish the organizing committee and delegates all the very best for the 73rd ICCP Meeting.
The ICCP Training Course will take place as planned,
October 24 – 28, hosted by the University of Patras, Greece
(https://www.iccop.org/course/14th-iccp-course-general-coaland-organic-petrology-patras_2022/ ). Please register by end
August, 2022. Dr Walter Pickel was due to present this
course in collaboration with Dr Kalaitzidis; other lecturers will
be available to fill this gap (including myself). Congratulations
to Juan Sebastian Gomez Neita from Columbia as the ICCP
Training Grant awardee. There were 6 applicants from 5
different countries, indicating that young people are still
interested in the field of organic petrology. We wish the
training course attendees and lecturers an enjoyable week.
The registration for the next round of the accreditation
exercises has been completed; please ensure Dr Joan
Esterle has received your payments. The Treasurer is now
working on the membership database and invoices for
membership dues will be distributed shortly. Please ensure
your contact details are correct on the website; and if you
change your email address, please also notify the Editor so
that you continue to receive the Newsletter.
Please refer to page 8 for changes to the Thiessen Award
Committee: nominations due by 31 Dec 2022.
Please continue to encourage students to submit extended or
graphical abstracts as they complete their studies. And
photographs are always welcomed.
To all those in northern hemisphere, enjoy the last
of the summer; and to those in the south, we look
forward to the promise of summer (which hopefully
doesn’t come with as extreme heat as recorded in
the northern hemisphere these last few months).
All the best, Nikki Wagner
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28 June 2022
Dear Members of the ICCP,
It is with great sadness that I have to inform you about Walter
Pickel passing on 3 June, 2022. Walter has been a member
of the ICCP for over 35 years and was a distinguished, widely
recognized organic petrologist. He had a proactive role in the
establishment and adoption of International and Australian
coal petrology standards and actively participated in many of
the ICCP working groups, leading some of the ones on standardization and definition of macerals. He also belonged to the
selected group of our Thiessen Medallists. His dedication to
the ideals of the ICCP lead him to serve as member of the
Council in various positions for 20 years, to contribute his
knowledge through teaching our courses and participate in
many of our activities. He has been a regular attendee of our
meetings, so if you have come to any of our annual meetings
in the last 35 years you have surely met him and he will have
left on you his unforgettable footprint.
Qualifiers such as smart, gentle, intelligent, charming, excellent colleague and friend, endearing, were repeatedly heard in
his funeral and I also would like to thank all the many members of the ICCP who attended the wake ceremony for contributing to create the warm atmosphere he was surrounded
by. We will never forget him
Best regards
Angeles

ICCP COURSE, PATRAS, 2022
https://www.iccop.org/course/14th-iccp-course-generalcoal-and-organic-petrology-patras_2022/

https://iccp2022india.org/
ICCP WEBSITE
https://www.iccop.org
Please send any feedback,
comments, and uploads to
Stavros Kalaitzidis
mailto:skalait@upatras.gr

INSTITUTIONAL
MEMBER
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BIG thank you to Peter
Crosdale for sending
through the photographs of
Dr Pickel over the years.
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PRESIDENTS
COLUMN
We are living in a changing world in which established paths
change overnight and we need to adapt to the new circumstances. In the last years we have been facing ways to
re-address and re-invent organic petrology applications
because the most traditional ones related to coal petrology,
source rocks petrology and coke petrology were expected to
come soon to an end, due to the need of replacing fossil fuels
by renewables sources of energy to confront the climate
emergency. In a very short period of time the invasion of
Ukraine has caused an energy crisis in Europe which is just
one of the many derivatives and suffering that causes a war.
Under these circumstances, the eyes are turned again to coal
as a robust energy source. In addition, the path of reduction of
fossil fuels in the energy mix have different speed for the
various countries and therefore new uses of our discipline will
be coexisting with the most traditional ones for a number of
years.

Since the last issue we have had a great and unexpected loss
in our membership. Walter was having some health problems,
but nothing could have foreseen such a sad outcome. Walter
Pickel has been a monumental presence in the ICCP and many
of you have had the opportunity to meet him in the many meetings he attended or in the many activities he guided for the
ICCP. He will be always in our memories.
Now everything is ready for our forthcoming meeting in India,
we are learning to live together with Covid-19 and travelling is
returning to pre-pandemic figures. In September we will have
our annual meeting in New Delhi. It is the second time that we
meet in India and if you have a look at the program it will be an
exciting one. One of the greatest assets of our community is
the extraordinary relationships which are established among
colleagues and this is only possible through personal interaction. I know that travelling overseas is still not easy in every
institution, but if there is a chance for you, no doubt that the
contact face to face is part of what makes the meetings unforgettable.
I am really looking forward to meet you in New Delhi
Best wishes, Ángeles.

Obituary

2012, ICCP Course

international scientific bodies (including the Australian Institute
of Mining and Metallurgy, the Latin American Organization of
Organic Geochemistry and The Society for Organic Petrology),
serving as Chair of the Australian Coal Petrology Group since
2007 and of the National Committee for Coal and Mining GeoloDR WALTER PICKEL
gy of Standards Australia since 2014. He had a proactive role
in the establishment and adoption of the International and AusWalter M. Pickel was born in Aachen, Germany, in 1957, a town tralian coal petrology standards.
to which he has been always strongly linked. After graduating
Walter joined the ICCP as an Associate Member in 1990,
in geology, he undertook PhD studies at the Rheinisch Westbecoming a Full Member in 1993. He was Secretary of Comfaelische Hochschule (RWTH) Aachen, an institution highly
mission I from 1994 to 2000 when he became Chairman,
prestigious in technological studies and whose high reputation
serving in that capacity until 2008 and as General Secretary
in research and teaching of coal science is linked to the names from 2016 to 2019. Since 1991 he has been a dynamic Conof Erich Stach, Marlies Teichmüller and Monika Wolf. Following vener of the Standardization Working Group and a member of
his doctorate in 1991, Walter continued to be associated with
the editorial group for the revision of maceral nomenclature.
the RWTH until 1998. During this time, he also participated as
Some of his most renowned publications are related to this
lecturer in Cologne University and in both places supervised
activity. Walter Pickel belongs to the distinguished group of
and co-supervised nine masters and several student thesis
ICCP Thiessen Medallists since 2015. He has been a regular
projects.
attendee of our meetings, where you may have had the opportunity to enjoy his smart, gentle, intelligent, charming and endearing personality. Walter passed unexpectedly away the 3 rd
It is probably in the courses and training actions where some
aspects of his brilliant personality shone brightest. Walter Pickel of June, his monumental presence and force in ICCP meetings
has provided graduate courses and workshops in coal geology and affairs will be always remembered.
and petrology in Indonesia, Australia, India and Chile. At the
latter, he also was appointed Visiting Professor at the Instituto
de Geologia Economica Aplicada of the University of Concepcion. He has been trainer in the ICCP courses held in Potsdam,
and Brisbane together with Claus F.K. Diessel, Angeles G.
Borrego, Stavros Kalaitzidis, and Isabel Suárez-Ruiz, and had
scheduled one in Patras for October 2022 with Stavros
Kalaitzidis. His students will no doubt remember his maybe
chaotic but very lively presentations and discussions and the
many stories about coal petrology and its practitioners.
Walter Pickel moved to Australia in 1998 to take up employment as a Senior Research Scientist at CSIRO Petroleum in
Sydney. In 2003, he joined Harold Read & Associates, and in
2004, he became co-founder and an Executive Director of Coal
& Organic Petrology Services P/L, a company that provides
analytical services to the Australian coal industry.
Walter Pickel has been a member of numerous national and
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14th ICCP Course: General Coal and Organic Petrology, PATRAS 2022 | ICCP (iccop.org)
The International Committee for Coal and Organic Petrology (ICCP), in conjunction with the Department of Geology, University
of Patras, is pleased to announce a training course in general organic petrology to be held in Patras, Greece,
between 24-28th October 2022.

The course is designed for professionals and students, and is not exclusively targeting organic
petrologists but also those deal with petrographic data.
Due to the sudden loss of Dr. Walter Pickel, the Instructors will be Dr Angeles G. Borrego and Dr Stavros Kalaitzidis, with the
participation of Prof. Nikki Wagner.
The course includes theory and practical sessions.

Participants will have to arrange their own accommodation. Refer to website for suggestions.
Field Trip: A one-day field trip is scheduled for Friday, 28th October to visit the active mire of Keri on Zakynthos
Island. More details will follow after registration.
Company / Profes1300 €

Registration and fees
Costs for the course include course notes, lunches and coffee-breaks.
Cost for the course excludes travel, accommodation and meals other
than during the course. The number of participants is limited to 20.
Registration is now available.

sional
Government / NonProfit
Student

750 €
250 €

Due date for registration and payment is August 30th, 2022. A detailed outline of the course will be available on the website
closer to the course.

Organic Petrology Award
The Award recognizes significant contributions by coal and organic petrologists at an intermediate stage of their career. The
Organic Petrology Award is limited to applicants under 50 years of age. The award can be conferred every two years. It consists
of a bronze medal and the Organic Petrology Award certificate.
Dr Jolanta Kus received the award in 2021.
Please submit confidential nominations to the Chair of the Committee: Dr. Magdalena Misz-Kennan, email to: magdalena.misz@us.edu.pl

Deadline for 2023 nominations: end April 2023
Refer to https://www.iccop.org/awards/ for further information

The ICCP Newsletter provides a forum for students, young and advanced researchers, petrologists, petrographers, and
any one else, to present results, submit short reviews or articles, post notifications, request assistance, announce
relevant conferences / workshops / courses. Please submit all documents for inclusion into the next ICCP Newsletter.
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73rd ANNUAL ICCP MEETING NEW DELHI, INDIA — VIRTUAL AND
IN-PERSON EVENT; 18—23 SEPTEMBER 2022

https://iccp2022india.org/
REGISTRATIONS ARE OPEN!
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS
31 AUGUST 2022
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73rd ANNUAL ICCP MEETING NEW DELHI, INDIA FIELD TRIP
24—25 SEPTEMBER 2022
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TSOP—ICCP LIAISON
Its ON! - - The 38th Annual Conference of The Society for Organic Petrology
(TSOP) – ORGANICS IN THE GEOLOGICAL CYCLE
Abstracts have been submitted, short course arranged and we are ready
to roll!
It’s VIRTUAL and virtually free.
Come join us: its only the price of TSOP membership for one year (that
is, $US25 for professionals and $US15 for students).
For more information check out the meeting website at: https://tsop.org/
TSOP2022/index.html

Between the 12th and 16th of September this is what we’ll have for you:
Short course: “Spatially resolved techniques and applications of organic petrography in shale petroleum systems” presented by Paul Hackley, Aaron Jubb, Brett Valentine and Justin Birdwell (all U.S. Geological Survey)
If you are registered for the conference, the short course is included!
Two internationally renowned KEYNOTE speakers:
Dr Linda Stalker (CSIRO, Australia) will present: “Geoscience for the future: There is a future right?”
Dr Deb Willard (USGS, USA) will present: “Broadening the perspectives of organic petrology: Implications of
analysis of sedimentary organic matter for evolving questions”
Abstracts by presenters from 14 countries (including Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, Colombia, Denmark, Germany, India,
Poland, Portugal, South Africa, Spain, United Kingdom and the USA).
We’ll have topics ranging from palaeoclimate to pollution; critical elements to machine learning – all arranged around
organics in the geological cycle.
A special roundtable discussion on ‘The Role of Fossil Fuels in a Net Zero Emissions Energy Sector’ will be chaired by Prof
Hamed Sanei (Aarhus University, Denmark). Check out the website for more details (https://tsop.org/TSOP2022/
round_table.html). International panelists include:
Ms Carolina Gutiérrez Hernadez (Director of Sustainability, Colombian Mining Association, Colombia)
Prof David Rutledge (California Institute of Technology,
USA)
Mr Mike Teke (CEO, Seriti Resources Holdings, South
Africa)
Mr John Kessels (Consultant, Circular Economy and
Climate Change, UK)
Dr Dietmar Tourbier (CSIRO, Australia)
Ryan McAleer (USGS, USA)

Don’t miss out. Go register today!!
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MEMBER’S CORNER
THIESSEN MEDAL AWARD
NOMINATIONS
AMENDMENT TO THE THIESSEN AWARD COMMITTEE
CHAIR
Due to the untimely loss of Dr. Walter Pickel, a new Chair has
been nominated to assess nominations for this prestigious
award. Thank you to Prof Mastalerz for agreeing to Chair this
important ICCP Committee
Maria Mastalerz, Ph.D.
Indiana University - Bloomington
Senior Scientist, Indiana Geological and Water Survey
Adjunct Professor, Department of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences
Tel: 812-855-9416
E-mail: mmastale@indiana.edu
Please submit nominations directly to the Chair, as per
contact details above.

NEW MEMBERS
Surname: Büçkün
First Name: Zeynep
Degree: PhD candidate
Birth place/date: Ankara, Turkey /
March 13, 1985
Address: Department of Geological
Engineering, Dokuz Eylul University,
Tınaztepe Campus, 35390, Buca-Izmir/
Turkey
E-mail: zeynep.buckun@gmail.com
zeynep.buckun@deu.edu.tr
Phone: +90 232 301 73 52 / +90 542
357 41 01
PhD (in progress) in Economic Geology,
2010-2013 M.Sc. in Economic Geology
Ms Büçkün has participated in previous
ICCP Training Course and in some
working groups.

Deadline for 2022 nominations: 31 December 2022

The Thiessen Medal s is the highest award offered by ICCP.
It recognizes significant achievements and outstanding
contributions in the fields of coal and organic petrology.
Refer to: https://www.iccop.org/awards/

Nominations should be kept strictly confidential.
The award consists of a bronze medal and a certificate. The
award committee consists of the five most recent medallists who are available. Awards are made from time to time
but applications are called for every 2 years.
Dr Walter Pickel received the Thiessen Award in 2015.
Refer to the website for other awardees.

SHOULD YOU WISH
TO ADVERTISE A
SPECIFIC EVENT /
WORKSHOP / CONFERENCE /
SEMINAR /
COURSE, PLEASE
CONTACT THE
EDITOR.
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Surname: Pineda
First Name: Juan A.
Degree: PhD Candidate
Address: Calle 39, 994, flor 2, department 4.
Phone: La Plata, Argentina
+54 1133744160
Email: juanagustin30@hotmail.com
Other: https://www.linkedin.com/in/juanalvarez-265a3155/
Mr Pineda is pursuing a PhD at YPFTECNOLOGÍA (Y-TEC) and University
of Buenos Aires, Argentina, where he
studies the palynology, organic petrology, and organic geochemistry of rocks
from Argentinian basins in the context of
petroleum resources, biostratigraphy,
and paleoenvironment.
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Council of the International Committee for Coal
and Organic Petrology (ICCP)

Vice-president
(2019—2022)
Dr João Graciano
Mendonça Filho

Treasurer
(2021—2024)
Prof . Joan Esterle

mailto:nwagner@uj.ac.za

mailto:

Commission III
Secretary
(2016—2023)
Dr Sandra Rodrigues

Commission II
Secretary
(2019—2023)
Dr George Siavalas

mailto:georgios.siavalas@shell.com

Commission II Chair
(2019—2023)
Dr Jolanta Kus
mailto:s.rodrigues@uq.edu.au

mailto:magdalena.misz@us.edu.pl

Commission III
Chair
(2015—2023)
Dr Magdalena MiszKennan

mailto:jolanta.kus@bgr.de

Commission I
Secretary
(2016-2024)
Dr Dragana Zivotic

mailto:dragana.zivotic@rgf.bg.ac.rs

mailto:skalait@upatras.gr

Commission I
Chair
(2020-2024)
Dr Stavros Kalaitzidis

General secretary
(2021—2025)
Dr Paul Hackley

Editor
(2015—2023)
Prof. Nikki Wagner

Immediate past president: …………...…. Dr Petra David ………………………… mailto: petra.david@wintershall.com
Returning Officer: ………………………… Dr Rudi Schwab ………………………. mailto: r.m.schwab@btinternet.com
Reinhardt Thiessen Award Committee: Contact the Chair……………………...
Organic Petrology Award Committee: Contact the Chair …………..

mailto:mmastale@indiana.edu
mailto:magdalena.misz@us.edu.pl

Webmaster (http://www.iccop.org): ……...Contact Dr Stavros Kalaitzidis, ……… mailto:skalait@upatras.gr
Archives: ……………………………………Contact Dr Deolinda Flores, …
mailto:dflores@fc.up.pt
Membership Enquiries: …………………. General Secretary
mailto: Hackley_paul@yahoo.com
………………………………………………………………………………………………...or visit the website http://www.iccop.org
ICCP Publications & Training Material:… Prof. Nikki Wagner …………………….. mailto: nwagner@uj.ac.za
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mailto: Hackley_paul@yahoo.com

mailto:graciano@geologia.ufrj.br

President
(2015— 2023)
Dr M Ángeles Gómez Borrego
Instituto Nacional del Carbón
(INCAR-CSIC)
Carbón, Energía y Medio
Ambiente
Ap 73, 33080 Oviedo, Spain
Telf: +34985119090
mailto: angeles@incar.csic.es
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Also refer to the World Coal website https://
www.worldcoal.com/events/

12—16 Sept, 2022. 38th TSOP Annual Meeting. Online. Abstract deadline: 30 June; 12-13 September workshop;
14-16 September technical sessions https://www.tsop.org/events.html; tsop2022@ciphercoal.com. FREE TO ALL
TSOP MEMBERS
18—23 Sept, 2022. 73rd ICCP Annual Meeting. New Delhi, India. https://www.iccop.org/meetings/forthcomingmeetings/
19 –22 Sept, 2022. 39th Annual International Pittsburgh Coal Conference (virtual). ipcc@pitt.edu ; http://
www.pccpitt.org
19-20 Sept, 2022. Global Conference on Geology and Earth Science, Paris, France . theme Global View of DownTo-Earth Geological Advancements for Reaching Sustainable Goals. Virtual. geology@scientific-meetings.com
https://geology.magnusconferences.com/submit-abstract ;
9—12 Oct, 2022. GSA Annual Meeting. Denver, Co, USA. Home - Connects 2022 (geosociety.org)
10-13 Oct, 2022.. XX International Coal Preparation Conference 2022, Gold Coast, Australia. acpsnational@acps.com.au; https://www.acps.com.au/
24-28 Oct, 2022. 14th ICCP Course, Patras, Greece. 14th ICCP Course: General Coal and Organic Petrology, PATRAS 2022 | ICCP (iccop.org)
9—14 July, 2023. Goldschmidt Conference. Lyon, France. https://www.geochemsoc.org/events/
goldschmidtconference

Patras, 2005

Kolkata, 2014

PLEASE NOTE

ALL MEMBERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTAINING THEIR CONTACT
DETAILS ON THE WEBSITE

Should you wish for new contact details to be published in the newsletter, please do forward
these to the Editor (nwagner@uj.ac.za). Should you require your login details, please contact
the General Secretary (Hackley_paul@yahoo.com).
The ICCP Newsletter, ISN 1445-4793 (1445-4858 online) is distributed 3 times a year, & welcomes contributions from members & non-members. The minutes of the Annual Meeting are published in the final issue
each year, & the program for the Annual Meeting is included mid-year. The Newsletter is distributed to all
members & is available on the open area of the webpage. This enables anyone interested in the science to
obtain exposure to the ICCP activities. ICCP application details are available on the website, or contact the
General Secretary Paul Hackley hackley_paul@yahoo.com.

Membership Enquiries
General Secretary mailto: Hackley_paul@yahoo.com
Or visit the website: http://www.iccop.org
ICCP News Enquiries
Editor: Nikki Wagner / mailto: nwagner@uj.ac.za
President of the ICCP: Dr M Ángeles Gómez Borrego mailto:
angeles@incar.csic.es
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